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Honorable William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, DC 20505

Dear Mr. Casey:

The President's Commission on the Assassination of President
Kennedy transferred its records to the National Archives in
November 1964 to be "permanently preserved under the rules and
regulations of the National Archives and applicable Federal law"
(Report of the Commission, p. XV). The records included some
documents which are withheld from disclosure by specific
statutes, security classified records, investigatory files
compiled for law enforcement purposes, and medical and personnel
records. It was apparent that the records of the Commission
would have to be reviewed on a document-by-document basis in
order to identify the relatively few documents of this nature
that could not immediately be made available for research,

Reviews of the records have been conducted in accordance with
"Guidelines for Review of Materials Submitted to the President's
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy," which were
prepared by the Department of Justice in consultation with the
agencies which furnished records to the Commission (copy
enclosed). Under these guidelines (page 2) it is the
responsibility of the Archivist of the United States to arrange
for successive reviews of the records of the Commission that are
withheld from research. As it is now ten years since the review
of the records of the Commission in 1975, it is time for the
documents that are withheld from research to be reviewed again as
indicated in the last paragraph of the guidelines. The National
Archives will be pleased to show the documents withheld from
research at the request of your Agency to any members of your
staff who may be selected to review them.

These records, of course, should be reviewed under the terms of
the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) as amended, and one
or more of the specific exemptions listed in 5 U.S.cC. 552 (b)

National Archives and Records Administration
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should be cited as the basis for withholding any documents that
you request the National Archives to withhold from research.
Security classified documents should also be reviewed under the
terms of Executive Order 12356 and one of the specific bases for
classification of documents listed in the order (Section 1.3), as
well as the level of classification desired, should be cited as
the basis for continued classification of any documents you do
not feel should be declassified.

The following staff members of the National Archives may be
called for any additional information that may be needed:

Mr. Clarence F. Lyons, Jr., Chief, Judicial, Fiscal, and Social
Branch, or Mr. Marion M. Johnson, on 523-3089.

Sincerely,

VAN Y

FRANK G. BURKE
Acting Archivist

of the United States
(202) 523-3134

Enclosure
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Note: Revised Guidelines are set torth below. Na
language has been deloted, Additional language
is underscored.

GUIDELINES FOR REVIEW CF MATERIALS SUBMITTED TO
THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON THE ASSASSINATION OF
FRESIDENT KENNEDY
(as reviewed and revised in light of 1974 Amendmeats to
Freedom of Information Act)

1. Statutory requirements prohibiting disclosure should
be observed.

2. Security classifications should be respected, but the
agency responsible for the classification should care-
fully re-evaluate the contents of each classified
document and determine whether the classification can,
consistently with the national security, be eliminated

or downgraded. See Attorney General's Memorandum

on 1974 Amendments, pp. 1-4.

3. Unclassified material which has not already been dis-

closed in another form shov'd be made available to

the public on a regular basis or _upon request undec

the Freedom of Information Act unless such material

is exempt under the Act and irtg disclosure --

(A) Would be detrimental to the administration and
enforcement of the laws and regulations of the

United States and its agencies};
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(B)

(©)

Micht reveal the identity of conflidential sources
of information and impede or jeopardizce future
investigations by precluding or limiting the use
of the same or similar sources hereafter;

Would be a source of embarrassment to innocent
persons, who are the subject, source, or apparent
source of the material in auestion, because it
contains gossip and rumor or details of a personal
nature having no significant connection with the

assassination of the President.

Whenever one of the above reasons for nondisclosure may

apply, your department should, in determining whether or

not to authorize disclesure, weigh that rcason against the

overriding policy of the Executive Branch favoring the

fullest possible disclosure.

Unless sooner released to the public, classified and

unclassi

ficed material which is not now made available to

the public shall, as . minimum, be reviewed by the agency

concerned five years aad ten years alter ihe initial

examination has been completed, and in addition must be

-2 -
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revicewed whenever necessary to the prompt aud proper pro-

cessing of a Freedom of Information request. The c¢riteria

applied in the initial cxamination, outlined above, should

be applied to determine whether changed circumstances will
permit further disclosure. Similar reviews should be hnder-
taken at ten-year intervals until all materials are opened for
legitimate research pu-poses, The Ar~hivist of the 1mited
States will arrange for such review at the appropriate

time. Whenever possible provision should be made for the
automatic declassification of classified material which

cannot be declassified at this time.
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